
FOREVER CHANGEDFOREVER CHANGED 
I believe God brought me to St. Laurence and RCIA for the right reason.  I am so thankful for my wife and family and all the blessings we have in our lives.  I 
feel very lucky to be going through a Catholic Baptism.  I am amazed at what I have learned so far in my short time going through this process.  I know I still 
have so much to learn and know that studying about the Bible and Jesus will be a life long journey.

I am learning more about myself and how my eyes have been opening to life around me… seeing and realizing how having God and Jesus in your life is the 
most important thing to your life… and having a strong faith… and believing that all good things will come through Him and from Him.

Going through this process has made me realize that some of my ways and beliefs in life have been wrong.  And that learning to be 
caring to all, even those who are not nice or caring to you… and not to judge others and not to be so angry… learning to give and help 
others without anything in return.

I had been going to St. Laurence with my family for some time prior to starting RCIA, and I always felt uncomfortable, like I did not 
belong, and I was not Catholic.  But since I let myself put all my fears aside, and really be involved and take in all the goodness, I have 
never felt so welcomed, so much like it was home.  This parish and parishioners have made me feel so welcomed and like I have always 
been one of the family.

My upcoming Baptism, to me, is the most wanted thing in my heart; I will become whole with the Christian life and the Catholic Church.  I will be a new person 
and forever changed.
          -By David Cox

Easter 2014

My dear parish family,

“he resurrection of Christ was God’s supreme and wholly marvelous 
work.”  (St. Augustine)

The death and resurrection of Jesus, also known as the paschal mystery, is 
the heart and soul of our Christian faith.  One without the other is unthink-
able.  One with the other is grace and truth.

We are now celebrating the splendor of the Easter Season.  Our lives are to 
mirror the life of Jesus.  We have our own death and resurrection experi-
ences.  Those with faith, hope and endurance know that they are thus being 
molded into the person of Christ himself.  We become other Christs when 
the Paschal Mystery is incarnated in our lived experience.  We should all have 
some personal Easter stories when we reflect on our lives.  When Easter 
happens, it is God’s work.  We were at our lowest point, all seemed lost.  We 
didn’t give up, but finally gave in, surrendered.  In God’s time, he lifted us up 
to a new life and it was stunning, unexpected.  We know it was God’s pure 
gift, nothing we controlled.  And we were grateful, finally able to evangelize 
and say:  ‘this is what God did for my soul.’

I have certainly had Easters in my life 
after times of illness, desolation, turmoil.  
So have you!  Remember these key times 
and you will never lose hope.  We in the 
Church are an Easter people.  St. 
Laurence is an Easter parish.  We know 
that after the ashes and humiliation of 
Calvary, the radiance of Easter will always 
reveal itself.

Let us take to heart Chapter 24 of the 
Gospel of Luke and Chapters 20 and 21 of 
the Gospel of John.  Let us fall in love with the Risen Lord, whose glorified 
body and blood we consume in Eucharist.  Enjoy the 50 days of Easter!  
Praise the Lord!  Alleluia!

Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Drew Wood, Pastor

St. Laurence Catholic Church The Radiance of Easter!

T

THE GIFTS OF ST. LAURENCETHE GIFTS OF ST. LAURENCE

The Radiance of Easter



Forever Singing Your Praise
Heart of Worship #11 - March 1, 2014

Featuring Fr. Leo Patalinghug, Mary Thompson & Laura Laine

HEART OF WORSHIP
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We were amazed at the movement of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the day.  We saw 

him in the peaceful joy of the people 
arriving in the morning, his loving calm 

during the progression of the day, and his 
commanding presence in the one-on-one 

prayers after Adoration.  
-Matt & Julie Koeppen

Although I have been employed by St. 
Laurence Catholic School for 3 years, being a 

part of RCIA and Heart of Worship has felt 
like a HOMECOMING to a place of WELCOME 

where my children and I truly belong.
-Charlotte Conner

This was my first HOW in six years and it's 
gotten bigger, but still is the same great, 

moving experience.  I also had the chance to 
bring my girlfriend, who is at UT with me.  She 
said that she experienced a closeness to Jesus 

on a level she hadn't felt since high school.
-Daniel Murray

Our Lady wanted me to fulfill the “First Saturday” obligation at St. Laurence.  She tapped my shoulder “gently” only for me to receive 
the Spirit “powerfully”!  Your parish is so rich because of its holy priests like Father Drew that make God’s house so special and helps 

people like me feel loved.     -Delia Dorman, St. Theresa Catholic Church

This was our first time at Heart of 
Worship and it will now be a 

tradition for our family.
-Dawn & Mike Mondello

Personally, this year, HOW was such a 
peaceful and joyful day.  It felt like a 

well-choreographed dance between 
us and God.  I loved it!!!

-Ann Marie Daniel

Fr. Leo's talk was so entertaining and enlightening that Diane & I had to listen to him twice!  
This was the first time since we started Heart of Worship that we’ve done that.  Awesome!

-Deacon Rey Arellano

Heart of Worship was videotaped by Shalom Media.  Watch it on the parish website at www.stlaurence.org.
Join us at Heart of Worship next year on Saturday, February 7, 2015.



WELCOME HOME!

Look around Mass on Sunday.  Our faith community reflects the rich diversity of the area in which we live.  The people filling the pews 
are of all ages, backgrounds, and ethnicities.  On the surface, we might not recognize one another as “family”, but when we gather in 
faith, we are united as a parish family “centered in the love of Christ” with a shared mission to “glorify God in all we do.”  

In her book Forming Generous Hearts, Leisa Anslinger says this:  “As people come into relationship with Christ through the community, 
they naturally want to share their love with others, and their welcome is a powerful living extension of the love of God.”

How have you shared your love with others?  Want to become more engaged with your parish family?  Highlighted here is just a small 
sample of what happens at St. Laurence.  Visit the parish website, stop by the parish office or simply ask someone next to you at Mass 
for more ideas to get involved.  The more engaged you are, the more St. Laurence will feel like home!
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Habitat for Humanity
We are in the midst of our 9th Habitat build!  

Join scores of other parishioners who devote a 
Saturday to help the Birke-Beyene family build 
their home in Richmond.  No special skills are 

necessary.  It’s a fun way to serve while 
meeting some really great people.  Sign up on 
our parish website at www.stlaurence.org/H4H 
or get more information from John Yurkanin at 

stlaurencehabitat@yahoo.com.

Chamber Singers Concert
Imagine being able to hear a professional caliber 
choral concert at St. Laurence for free!  Come to 
the church on Friday, May 2, at 7:30pm to hear 

the St. Laurence Chamber Singers perform their 
Easter concert “Forever Singing Your Praise,” 

featuring pieces by Handel, Mozart, Brahms and 
more.  Gather with others afterwards for a free 

reception.  Open to everyone – bring the family 
and invite your friends!

Come and See
6-week program for those who may feel 

alienated, estranged or distant from the Church 
for any reason.  A team of parishioners leads this 
group in a relaxed and confidential environment 

for sharing and discovery.
Monday Evenings, 7:15-9:00pm

April 28 through June 2
Contact:  Art & Marilyn Ramponi

artmarilyn2@att.net  832-945-2110

Support Groups
St. Laurence has a number of groups that offer fellowship 
and support from people who understand where you’ve 

been.  Whether you’re suffering the loss of a loved one, the 
end of a marriage, or if you’re battling cancer or caring for a 
loved one with special needs… there is a safe place for you 

to share and take comfort with others.  
·Annulments
·Bereavement Ministries:
     Grief Support Group
     Grieving Families
     H.O.P.E.
·Cancer Support

·Caregivers Support Group
·DivorceCare
·Marriage Enrichment
·NAMI
·Pastoral Care for Sick
·Spiritual Direction

Steubenville South
Sign your teen up for a weekend they’ll never 

forget!  This summer, June 20-22, we will load up 
five busses with 200 teens and their chaperones, 

bound for Alexandria, Louisiana, for the great 
Catholic Youth Conference called Steubenville 

South!  Open to teens (current 8th graders 
through high school), it is a weekend of great 

speakers, praise & worship and lots of fun.  There 
are still spots available!  Contact Youth Minister 
Kris Frank for details at kfrank@stlaurence.org 

and 281-265-5774.
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ONE HOLY CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH

ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC AN
Christ established His Church with four marks or characteristic

profess these four marks as we proclaim together in the Creed:  “

One...
The Church as one is a beautiful complex mystery that 
reflects the perfect unity of the three divine persons of 
the Holy Trinity.  Though three distinct persons, the Trinity 
reveals to the world the perfect communion that can 
exist among distinction of persons.  There is no tension or 
conflict in their union but rather a beautiful, eternal gift of 
love to the other.  The oneness within the Church does 
not mean that each person’s uniqueness is forsaken to be 
one.  We do not all have to have the same spiritual 
practices or recite the same daily prayers or even hold the 
same political views.  Rather this communio or union of 
the people of God honors and cherishes the uniqueness 
within which we are each created.  God gave us all unique 
gifts that only each one of us can use to bring about His 
Kingdom on earth and oneness in Christ.  When we 
gather as a family of believers at the Table of the Lord, we 
learn how to become one in God and with our fellow 
brothers and sisters through our differences.  Touching 
the very depth of our soul, the Lord in His Eucharistic 
Presence creates room and allows His unifying love to 
abide.  In this eternal exchange of sacrificial love, we are 
schooled in our hearts how to shed off the part of 
ourselves that causes sin and divisions.  We are moved to 
seek instead the reconciling communion He offers us 
upon the Cross.  It is with one faith that we are united 
together and towards one mission that we use our gifts 
as one Church – to glorify the One Lord of all!

Holy...
Showing forth her innate divine quality bestowed on her 
by Christ, the Church’s holiness is real though imperfect.  
Christ founded His Church to be His living Body upon 
earth.  As His Body, Christ imbued her with His Presence 
and graces to carry out her mission of bringing all people 
to God.  Seeing the Church as holy can be impaired if we 
focus solely on the sinners that make up the Church.  The 
Church’s holiness is grounded in who founded her, what 
she was founded to do and not on the lacking aspects of 
her members.  As her head, Christ guides the Church, His 
Body, in her teachings and shares with her His sacramen-
tal gifts.  The call of holiness is not reserved for the clergy 
or even just the most spiritual parishioners.  No, holiness 
is a call for each of us as we were created in holiness for 
holiness, in love and for love!  It is the call of His followers 
to be His hands and feet in the world.  Some of the 
greatest stories of faith are of sinners who came to know 
the love of God and humbly saw past the sins of others.  
God uses us even in our sinful nature to bring about His 
salvation and love.  We are set apart and made holy to 
provide a revelation of God’s love and to gift us for being 
instruments of salvation for one another.  Becoming more 
engaged with the other members of Christ’s body will 
both grow you in reflecting on her holiness and call this 
family of sinners to seek more deeply the Christ within 
each of her members. 
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AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH
eristics that describe her essence and mission.  Each Sunday, we 
eed:  “I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.”

Catholic...
Beginning even as early as the start of the second 
century, the faithful were calling the community the 
“Catholic Church.”  The term catholic comes from a Greek 
word meaning universal.  Though one might assume the 
Church was called the Christian Church, being founded 
by Christ, she was known rather for her specific mission.  
Christ calls all of her members to go “make disciples of all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19) thereby bringing forth a 
universal Church.  In Jesus’ time, the faith was only for a 
selected group of people who fulfilled the laws and were 
of a Jewish heritage.  However, Jesus came not to draw a 
selected people but rather to draw all men from every 
language and race to His Heavenly Father.  He desires 
salvation to be attainable by all.  Through Christ who 
conquered death and united Heaven and Earth, the 
Church’s communion contains not solely the faith here on 
earth but also those in Heaven and in purgatory.  The 
stronger our connection is to the saints, the deeper our 
connection is with each other here on earth, for the saints 
witness how to live for God in their own unique ways.  
The saints give us the confidence to be steadfast in our 
faith and brave in our convictions.  As a Catholic, we are 
called to be an evangelizer.  We must seek out community 
with each other, find ways to share our stories and 
encourage each other in our unique journeys.  The 
universe contains a very special agent of the Church – 
you.  How will you answer her call to bring others to know 
the love of Christ?

 Apostolic...
“Upon this rock I will build my Church… give you keys to 
the kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 16:18)  Though these 
words were spoken to St. Peter by Jesus, they still echo in 
the ears of the every Pope who has been elected as the 
Bishop of Rome.  Through the unbroken line of successors 
to the Chair of St. Peter, the Catholic Church is apostolic.  
The Magisterium, or teaching authority of the Church, has 
been guided by the Holy Spirit to address errors and to 
hold true to Jesus’ teachings.  Even when the culture 
suggests otherwise, the Church holds to the truth of our 
morality.  The Church cannot change to “keep up” with 
the times.  Rather she must safeguard and hand on the 
deposit of faith that is a timeless testament to Jesus 
Christ’s teachings.  It is our duty as a Catholic to seek 
understanding of her teachings so that we too can 
commit to what Jesus handed down to us, unbroken 
through the centuries.  As a family of believers living 
today, we can easily see the profound witness our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, is to witnessing the radical living of 
the true Catholic Faith.  He provokes us to a love of others 
that reaches out in loving embrace of the truth of our 
faith.  As a Catholic, we don’t live for ourselves or preach 
our own gospel; rather, we live for Christ and witness to 
the same gospel message the Apostles received from 
Jesus Christ Himself.  So may we embrace the apostolic 
nature of our Catholic Church, trust in the Holy Spirit that 
is guiding her and allow the timeless message of Jesus to 
change our lives for eternity!



St. Laurence - A Family in Christ
For where two or three are gathered together in my name,

there I am in the midst of them (Matt 18:20)

A FAMILY IN CHRIST
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A SEA OF RED
Good Friday Reflection
By:  Tom Ruck

On Good Friday, we come together at Church as a prayerful 
community, but we are in a somber and reflective mood.  There is 
less greeting and talking as we find our places in the pews and 
the Church is hushed with a quiet reverence and stillness as we 
await the beginning of the service.

If you look around, all you see is a “sea of red”; the tradition at St. 
Laurence is to wear that color as a symbol of the blood our Savior 
shed for us.  Father and Deacon approach the altar and prostrate 
themselves in a sign of deep reverence and sorrow for our suffer-
ing Lord.  The large wooden Cross is carried forward by several 
men, some of whom are neophytes, new members of our parish 
family who joined us last Easter.  As the Cross is raised into 
position, it is hard to choke back tears as you consider what Jesus 
endured for us some 2000 years ago.

The choir and congregation chant, “This is the wood of the cross 
on which our Redeemer hung” and we process to the Cross to 
place our hand on it or kiss it in veneration.  Through this simple 
act, we witness our love for the Lord and show our appreciation 
for His supreme act of love for us.  We also show that we are 
connected to Him and to each other by the Cross, the symbol of 
our salvation.

It is by uniting ourselves with His Cross and patiently enduring 
whatever He may ask us to bear that we can hope for eternal life 
with Him.  The service concludes with the distribution of His 
Body and we depart with Him inside us.  We are His tabernacle 
awaiting His glorious Resurrection on Easter morning.

LENTEN LONGINGS
My Small Christian Community Experience
By:  Angela Rankin

Lent invites us to a time of prayer, reflection, and conversion.  I 
wasn't exactly sure how I was going to accept this invitation, 
but the Lenten Longings program sounded interesting and with 
the subtitle Let Yourself Be…  “I can do that,” I said to myself.

I decided to host the 6-week program and after a few calls, I 
had six dear friends sharing Lent with me.  Although I had 
worked with most of them before, we realized that as close as 
we were, we had never really discussed our faith in a deep, 
scriptural way.  This alone made my Lent special, and helped 
me feel a renewed friendship with the group.

We gathered weekly and grew in our faith and in our relation-
ship with God and one other.  In the sections entitled “Invita-
tion to Act,” each person is invited to make the connection 
between what we believe and what we do.  We agreed to meet 
at the chapel for Adoration as a group.  I found myself praying 
for the “sisters in Christ” around me.  I had a renewed gratitude 
for the members of my group and was so grateful for this time, 
and for letting myself “be.”

Our small group experience prepared us for the readings for 
each Sunday.  It afforded us the time to really think about the 
readings for Sunday and discuss what they meant to us.  It gave 
us the opportunity to discuss our faith openly.  The Samaritan 
woman comes to the well for the water.  She comes with an 
empty jar, a symbol of an empty soul.  Like the Samaritan 
woman, we are all thirsting for the living water of Jesus Christ.  
The Lenten Longings program has begun to quench our thirst.
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PARISH LIFE CENTER
A New Home for Parish Ministries 

& Religious Education

St. Laurence is building a new home for our ministries to meet on the site of our existing Religious Education Center.  Scheduled to 
open in the summer of 2015, the new Parish Life Center will have 3 large gathering rooms, a dedicated Youth Room, 4 spacious meet-
ing rooms, and 30 classrooms.  The design includes elevator access 
to the second floor and enhanced security so we will now be able 
to hold programs for adults and children simultaneously.

In 1998, we purchased from Williams Trace Baptist Church their 
original property, located across Sweetwater Boulevard from our 
church.  Despite the obvious limitations of the two buildings on the 
property (Building “A” was a temporary wood frame “starter” 
worship center and many of the classrooms in Building “B” were too 
small for our use), St. Laurence parishioners were grateful for the 
extra space to accommodate our preschool program, growing 
youth ministry, retreats, Vacation Bible School and religious educa-
tion classes for all ages.

Today, we look forward to the creation of a Parish Life Center, a 
space specifically designed for our parish’s diverse needs.  As part of 
the process, we must first secure a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
from the City of Sugar Land.  On March 27, the Planning & Zoning 
Commission voted to approve our permit; next we go before the City Council with a Public Hearing on May 6, and vote on May 20.  
Once approved, we plan to start the move-out and construction in June!

The Parish Life Center represents an exciting development for our parish family.  At the time we open the doors of this new facility, 
St. Laurence Catholic Church will be celebrating its 30th anniversary.  For three decades, we have worshiped, welcomed and served 
within the community of Sugar Land.  With your continued prayer and support, the Parish Life Center will allow us to better meet the 
needs of our large parish family and even more effectively serve the community in which we live.

Each pledge to the “May Your Glory Shine” capital 
campaign gets us closer to our goal of $9 million to 

build a Parish Life Center.  Thanks to the 1,972 
families that have generously stepped up in faith so 

far, we have raised over $7.1 million.  Haven’t 
pledged yet?  Please pick up a card in the narthex of 

the church or in the parish office and do so today!  
Thank you!
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MASS SCHEDULE

St. Laurence Catholic Church
3100 Sweetwater Blvd. 
Sugar Land, TX  77479
281.980.9812
For event details see our web site at www.stlaurence.org

Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
7:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday 8:15 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

Misa en Español
Segundo y cuarto sábado del 
mes a 7:00 pm en La Capilla 
de la Misericordia Divina
Sacramento de Reconciliación 
en Español será ofrecido antes 
de la misa del 6:00 pm a 6:45 pm
Reconciliation
Saturday after morning Mass
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm
Wednesday: 5:30 pm to 6:20 pm
Mon.-Thur. after morning Mass

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

St. Laurence Catholic Church
Rev. Drew Wood, Pastor

Rev. Santy Kurian, M.S.F.S., Parochial Vicar

Rev. Tom Hawxhurst, Parochial Vicar

Deacon Rey Arellano, Deacon Albert Bothe

Deacon Don Burns, Deacon Charles Plant

The Gifts of St. Laurence is a quarterly publication designed, written and published by St. Laurence Parishioners. 
Direct comments to Sharon Ehrenkranz, Director of Communications, at 281.980.9812 or sehrenkranz@stlaurence.org.

Holy Week
Schedule
PALM SUNDAY – April 13

Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 7:00am  9:00am  11:00am

1:00pm  5:00pm

HOLY THURSDAY – April 17
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:00pm

GOOD FRIDAY – April 18
Divine Mercy Stations of the Cross

12:00 noon

Good Friday Liturgy (wear RED)
3:00pm  7:00pm 

EASTER VIGIL – April 19
8:30pm

EASTER SUNDAY – April 20
7:00am  9:00am  9:15am*

11:00am  11:15am*  1:00pm  5:00pm
* Mass at the Religious Ed Center
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